
Curriculum Letter: 4th Grade McKinley

Dear Fourth Grade Families,

In this packet, you will find our classroom expectations, curriculum, and other

information you will find helpful this year.  If you have any questions, please do not

hesitate to email me.

Our Classroom Code- Respect Myself, Respect Others, Respect Property

Classroom Dojo- We will be using Classroom Dojo this year!  This app will allow me to give

“points” to students for positive behavior and take away points for negative behavior.  You

will also be able to access their account to follow how they are doing in the classroom.

Students can then use their “points” on things like extra snacks or homework passes at the

end of each week if they earn 10 or more points. If an individual plan is needed, I will talk

to parents and the student before implementing.  Severe behavior will result in more

serious consequences.

If you would like to send in donations for our Dojo Rewards, please follow the District

Approved Snack list.  Thank you!

Student Planners - Students complete a section in their planner each day in class and are

expected to write down their homework. The planner needs to be signed by an adult each

night. Please check with your child that he/she has each item completed before signing. It

should be your child’s responsibility to ask for your signature. Midway through the year,

some very responsible students may be able to become independent with their planners.

Grade Scale/Report Cards - The district grade scale is 90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C,

60-69=D, and 59 and below=F.  Midterms and report cards will be going out throughout the

school year.   You can access your child’s grades at any time through Teacherease.  If you

are unable to log in, please contact the school office. https://www.teacherease.com/

Homework Policy - Daily tasks that are not completed during class time will need to be

completed at home and returned the next day unless otherwise stated.  I understand that

at times an emergency may arise that interferes with homework.  If this should happen,

please send a note with your child so that they are not docked points or Dojo points.  Our

Homework Policy is very strict in 4th grade to prepare them for Central next year.

Missing or incomplete assignments are unacceptable and will result in a lower grade and a

deduction of Dojo points.

Correcting Work - I believe in giving students the opportunity to correct daily

assignments to improve their grade when they have received a D or an F.  It will be my

decision what grades may be adjusted after corrections. The highest grade they can

obtain after corrections is a C.  Work has to show learning and improvement, not just

erasing and choosing another answer.

https://www.teacherease.com/


Schedule  - Our special classes are as follows:

Monday: NA

Tuesday: 10:15-10:55 STEM

Wednesday: 10:00-10:40 Music

Thursday: 12:40-1:20 Art

Friday: 10:00-10:40 Library

12:40-1:20 PE

Lunch/Recess - Daily 11:50-12:35

Mark your Calendars (1st Semester Dates):

Monday, September 6 Labor Day – No School

Friday, September 10 ½ Day Student Attendance

Wednesday, September 15 Picture Day

Friday, October 8 Teacher Institute #3

Monday, October 11 Columbus Day – No School

Friday, October 29 ½ Day Student Attendance

Friday, November 12 Veterans Day Observed– No School

Monday, November 22 ½ Day Student Attendance, PM/Evening Conferences

Tuesday, November 23 PM Conferences, 2:05 PM Dismissal

Wednesday, November 24 Thanksgiving Break – No School

Thursday, November 25 Thanksgiving – No School

Friday, November 26 Thanksgiving Break – No School

Monday, December 20 Winter Break begins

4th Grade Curriculum

“Daily 5”: We will be using the “Daily 5” structure for reading centers.  This includes:

Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to Reading, Word Work, and Work on Writing

Students will work on their reading stamina while I conference with students about their

books and strategies.

“CAFE”: Cafe stands for comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and expanding vocabulary.  We

will be learning valuable strategies to become better readers.  To help with practicing and

learning these strategies we will be using a magazine called “Storyworks” by Scholastic.

Spelling- Students will write their spelling words in their planner weekly and have daily

work (Word Work) to complete in class.  The students will need to study their Spelling

words every night at home to prepare for their Spelling Test which will happen every

Friday.

Writing- We are using Lucy Calkins Units of Study this year.  Students will write opinion,

informational and narrative pieces this year.  To support writing at home, I recommend

having your child keep a journal at home.



Home Reading Log - Students will record independent reading at home on a reading log.

They will record the title and pages read each day. The students will also be asked CAFE

strategy practice questions to ensure they are working on their strategies during reading

at home as well as at school.  Your child should read at least 20 minutes daily at home. I

will check reading logs each Monday and will conference with the students about what they

are reading.

Science - We will be using our National Geographic science program.  It will take us on

adventures in Life, Physical, and Earth Sciences. We will experiment with rocks, circuits,

and even owl pellets! Study guides will be completed to help review for tests.  We will also

be reading “Scholastic News” which has articles in Science and Social Studies.

Math-We will be using our math series called Sadlier Math.  Students will complete

assignments in the Math Workbook and use the Sadlier app on their ipads.  4th Grade is a

very important year for math concepts.  The students are expected to know their

Multiplication Facts by memory.  The students will be learning many concepts but a few are

as follows:

● Place Value through the Millions

● Addition and Subtraction Word Problems

● Double Digit Multiplication- Area Model and Traditional Method

● Memorize Division Facts

● Long Division

● Fraction Concepts (multiply and divide fractions)

● Measurement and Data

● Geometry

Social Studies - The year will begin with learning the continents, oceans, and hemispheres

on earth. Students will be incorporating map skills. Additional units will focus on the

different regions of the United States. We will practice study skills and note taking.

Study guides will be completed to help students with test preparation.  The students will

not be able to use their books or notes on tests. At the end of the year there will be a 50

states test where the students need to be able to locate each state (and capital)

correctly.

Together we can make this year a positive one for your child. I look forward to a great

year!

Sincerely,

Tara Knauf tknauf@oes141.org

mailto:tknauf@oes141.org

